Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit
Monthly report – May 2017

Introduction
Routine clinical case interventions continued during the month. Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit visited Kenya Nut,
Mundui, Marula, Aquilla and Soysambu conservancy on security patrol.
In summary, the following activities were undertaken during this month;
i.

General routine clinical case work

ii.

Giraffes, zebras and impala translocation from Wileli Conservancy to Bora bora conservancy – Diani
(Kwale county)

iii.

Routine security patrols in Marula Estates, Kenya Nut, Oserian, Sanctuary Farm, Aquilla Farm, Mundui
and Soysambu ranch on various dates

iv.

Health assessment and monitoring of wildlife in Solai – Kensalt Ltd Farm & Lake Nakuru National Park

General weather
Nakuru and many parts South and North of Lake Naivasha during this reporting received seasonal rains. Generally,
mornings are cold, later in the day it is hot, sunny and windy. The nights are cold and windy. Pastures have sprouted
and browse is green and lush.
Case reports
This is a summary of the clinical cases reported during the month.
On 5.5.2017 the team rescued an orphan female buffalo calf at Gilgil Police Station, which is now being taken care
at KWS/ARR compound. The calf was less than 24 hours old. The calf is now fed on cow milk. Pictorial
presentation of the case
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On 5.5.2017 at Soysambu - Jolai area the team attended to a female sub adult Rothschild giraffe which had sustained
a complete fracture of left hind leg. The prognosis of the case was poor; therefore, the giraffe was put to rest. Using
800mg Sodium phenobarbitone given intravenously the giraffe was euthanized. Pictorial presentation of the case

On 5.5.2017 at Wileli Conservancy the team attended to a male sub adult Maasai giraffe which had sustained a
complete fracture of right hind leg. The right hind leg had also a wire snare. The prognosis of the case was poor;
therefore, the giraffe was put to rest. Using 800mg Sodium phenobarbitone given intravenously the giraffe was
euthanized.
Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 10.5.2017 the team desnared a male zebra at Soysambu Conservancy – (Main office area). The zebra had a wire
snare on neck. He was darted using a dart containing 6mg of etorphine Hcl (Captivon™98, Wildlife pharmaceuticals
Pty Ltd, White River, South Africa) plus 100mg of Azaperone tartrate (Kyron (Pty) Ltd, Benrose, South Africa)
using a Dan Inject dart rifle. Prognosis of the case is good.
Pictorial presentation of case

On 10.5.2017 at Soysambu Conservancy – Tom’s Air strip area, the team desnared a heavily pregnant zebra snared
on the neck by a wire snare. She was darted using a dart containing 6mg of etorphine plus 100mg of Azaperone
using a Dan Inject dart rifle. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 11.5.2017 at Cresent Island – Bush camp area, the team desnared a female buffalo snared on the right hind leg
by a wire snare. She was darted using a dart containing 9mg of etorphine plus 100mg of Azaperone using a Dan
Inject dart rifle. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case

On 14.5.2017 at Kenya Nut - opposite Kigio Group Ranch, the team desnared a male eland snared on both right hind
leg and right front leg by a nylon rope snare. He was darted using a dart containing 13mg of etorphine plus 100mg
of Azaperone using a Dan Inject dart rifle. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case

On 15.5.2017 & 16.5.2017 the team desnared and treated 4 zebras at various locations. Details are in the table 1.0.
Table 1.0 zebras treated and desnared at various locations
Date
15.5.2017
15.5.2017
15.5.2017
16.5.2017

Location
Sanctuary
Farm
Aquilla
Farm
Aquilla
Farm
Oserian –
Swagger’s
residence

Species
Zebra

Age
Adult

Sex
Male

Prognosis
Good

Female

Reason for intervention
Snare wound on left hind
leg
Wire snare on left hind leg

Zebra

Adult

Zebra

Adult

Male

Wire snare on right front leg

Good

Zebra

Adult

female

Wire snare on right hind leg
and the neck

Good
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Good

Pictorial of the cases
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On 17.5.2017 the team desnared a male eland with a wire snare on right hind leg at Lentolia. He was darted using a
dart containing 13mg of etorphine plus 100mg of Azaperone using a Dan Inject dart rifle. The wound was cleaned
with copious amount of water, dead tissue debrided and liberally cleaned with tincture of iodine. Using the IM route
15,000mg of Oxytetracycline (Alamycin® 30% LA) was also administered. Prognosis of the case is good.
Pictorial presentation of the case

On 17.5.2017 the team attended to female zebra at Wileli conservancy which had suffered a complete closed
fracture of the shoulder. The zebra was immobilized by narcotics and examined. The case had a poor prognosis
therefore put to rest. 800mg of Sodium phenobarbitone given IV was used to put the zebra to rest.
Pictorial presentation of the case

On 22.5.2017 at Soysambu conservancy - Jolai area, the team desnared 2 female subadult zebras with neck wire
snares. The zebras have a good prognosis. Pictorial of the cases
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Maasai giraffes, common zebras and impalas capture for translocation
On 7th May 2017 to 15th May 2017, 6 subadult Maasai giraffes were captured and kept in boma for habituation - a
prerequisite for giraffe translocation. The giraffes were captured from Wileli conservancy then transported into a
boma waiting to be translocated later to Bora bora conservancy – South coast - Diani. Giraffes were immobilized
using a combination of etorphine and azaperone tartrate, and then loaded into translocation trolley towed by a farm
tractor to a boma. Six zebras were captured at Aquilla Farm for translocation to Mombasa. Zebras were immobilized
and the loaded into a crate mounted on a truck and then reversed from anesthesia and immediately transported to
south coast. Nine (9) Impalas were captured at night. We used net capture method to capture impalas from Kenya
Nut Farm. The animals were transported in a lorry with saw dust as beddings.
A pictorial the wildlife capture work

7|Page

This work was jointly undertaken by a capture team from KWS headquaters led by Dr Mijele & Capture Officer,
Mr. Mulandi and Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit staff.
On 23.5.2017 to 25.5.2017 Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit working with KWS Headquaters capture team translocated 5
giraffes (2 males & 3 females) from Wileli conservancy (Naivasha) to South Coast - Diani(Kwale County). The
giraffes were transported on a lorry for a distance of 716Km. One female giraffe succumbed to death, 3 hours later
on arrival at Diani(Bora bora Conservancy) due to complications of prolonged transport, fatigue and stress.
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Health status monitoring in Solai & Lake Nakuru National Park
On 29.5.2017 & 30.5.2017 the team visited Kensalt Farm- Solai and Lake Nakuru National Park. This was a disease
surveillance activity. At Kensalt Farm- Solai Rothschild giraffes are in good health, one female had isolated herself
from the main herd and has given birth.
At Lake Nakuru National Park wildlife herds including zebras, giraffes, buffaloes, impalas among other species are
in excellent health.

9|Page

Acknowledgements
We profoundly appreciate steadfast financial support and resources from Animal Rights Reserved Foundation
(ARR) Chief supporter and founder, Margaret and daughter Ola Zak, facilitation and managerial support by ARR
General Manager, Richard Hartely and other generous partners who support wildlife conservation. Last and not the
lease wildlife security scouts who report cases of animals in distress. Thank you all.
Report compiled by;
Dr. Titus Kaitho
Resident Veterinarian
Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit

10 | P a g e

