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Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit 

Monthly report – October 2017 

Introduction 
Routine clinical case interventions continued during the month. Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit visited 
Mundui, Marula Estates, Aquilla, Lentolia, Crater Lake, Upper KALRO-Mbo ikamiti, Green Park and 
Soysambu ranch among other areas.  
In summary, the following activities were undertaken during this month; 

i. General routine clinical case work  
ii. Routine security patrols in Marula Estates, Aquilla, Lentolia, Mundui, Crater Lake, Upper 

KALRO – Mbo Ikamiti among others on various dates 
iii. Lion collaring at Soysambu ranch and black rhino post mortem examination at Lake Nakuru 

National park 

General weather 
Nakuru and many parts South and North of Lake Naivasha during this reporting received seasonal rains. 
Generally, mornings are cold, later in the day it is hot, sunny and windy. The nights are cold and windy.  
 
Case reports 
This is a summary of the clinical cases reported during the month. 
On 1.10.2017 the team attended to male hippopotamus which had been trapped in a narrow trench at Cray 
fish - off Moi South Lake road. The hippopotamus was stuck in a trench, we attempted to assist the hippo 
by digging around the trench. However, the hippo remained immobile due to massive muscular 
degeneration and generalized debility. Euthanasia was recommended. A pictorial presentation of the 
case
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On 2.10.2017 the team attended to a dystocia case in a Rothschild’s giraffe at Lake Nakuru National Park. 
The giraffe had suffered difficult calving for more than 48 hours. The giraffe was put under general 
anesthesia using 13mg of etorphine plus 100mg of azaperone and immediately reversed from anesthesia 
using 48mg of diprenorphine given intravenously. On obstetrical examination of the giraffe, a fetal 
malposition type of dystocia had occurred. The fetus was on anterior presentation extended posture with 
neck butting on the maternal pelvis - a left neck flexion. The fetus was manually extracted by using both 
alternate and simultaneous limb traction with liberal lubrication using liquid paraffin. The dam survived 
the procedure and later was reported to be in a good reproductive condition but the calf was an 
emphysematous stillbirth fetus. The dam was treated with the following: 

i. Dexamethasone 20mg administered by IM route 
ii. Multivitamins inj 40 ml, administered IM 

iii. Amoxicillin Trihydrate inj 15,000mg (Betamox® LA)given IM  
The uterus was lavaged with dilute povidone iodine and placenta debris were removed manually. 
Prognosis of the case is good. A pictorial presentation of the case
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On 4.10.2017at Soysambu ranch – Mbweha camp the team attended to badly snared female eland with a 
wire snare on her left hind leg. The eland had also suffered massive abscessation on right hip. 
Unfortunately, the eland succumbed to death during treatment. The eland had a poor prognosis even after 
attempted intervention. Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 4.10.17 at Soysambu Ranch, the team recollared a female lion also known as SF4 at Euphorbia forest. 
The lion was in a pride of 3. She was darted using 280mg of Ketamine Hcl plus 4mg of Medetomidine. 
She was immobilized after 15 minutes. The old collar which was failing was removed, then she was 
collared using a Savannah Tracking® GSM/GPS collar. We administered 6000mg of Amoxicillin 
trihydrate through IM route. Reversal of anesthesia was undertaken after one hour using 25mg of 
atipamezole given by IM route. Pictorial presentation of the work 

 

 

 

 
On 5.10.17 at Lake Nakuru National Park - Sarova Hotel area, the team attended to a male buffalo 
suffering from a complete fracture of the right front leg. The buffalo had a poor prognosis and he was put 
to rest using 800mg of Sodium phenobarbitone given intravenously. Pictorial presentation of the case  

 
 
On 6.10.17 at Crater Lake area, the team desnared a female giraffe with  a wire snare on left hind leg. The 
prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case 
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On 16.10.17 a post mortem examination of one (1) black male rhinoceros (Diceros bicornis ssp. michaeli) 
at Lake Nakuru National Park was undertaken. The adult rhino Id 0630 alias Tokore died on 15.10.2017 
and autopsy was undertaken on 16.10.2017 at maternity area. GPS location 37M0176616, UTM9951725 

History 

On 15.10.2017 at around 17.50 hours 2 to 3 gunshots were heard.  

General post mortem findings 

i. The scene of crime had been secured by a crime scene tape and whole carcass labelled as 
number 1 

ii. The rhino carcass was on right lateral recumbence 

iii. Blood was oozing from the muzzle, mouth and eyes 

iv. The upper and lower horns had been cut off 

v. The carcass was slightly bloated 

vi. A clear projectile entry point (labeled as number 7) on the scapular region of the right front leg   

Specific post mortem findings 
There was one clear entry point of bullet (labelled as number 7) on the right front leg.  

i. Suspected exit point of a bullet (labelled as number 8) close to the skin on the left flank through 
a metal detector  

ii. A bullet head (labelled as number 9) was retrieved from abdominal fascia and connective 
tissues–on dorsal lateral aspect of the abdomen - left flank.   

iii. A bullet head (labelled as number 10) was retrieved from abdominal fascia and connective 
tissues–on ventral lateral aspect of the abdomen -left flank.  
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iv. A trail of blood clots from the scapular traced to the heart, lungs and extending into abdomen 
affecting liver and spleen. 

v.  The bullet damaged the lungs liver and spleen and other major surrounding blood vessels. 
vi. Massive blood clots were found in the thoraxic and abdominal cavities  

Cause of death 
The immediate cause of death of Tokore (a male black rhino) was a hypovolemic shock due to extensive 
internal bleeding/hemorrhage caused by bullet fire or trauma. The black rhino was fatally wounded by 
gunshot(s).  

Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 17.10.17 at Crater Lake area the team desnared a male eland with neck wire snare. The prognosis of 
the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case

  
On 18.10.17 at Flamingo horticulture the team attended to a injured female riidbuck . The riidbuck had 
suffered a massive wound on the hind legs. Prognosis of the case was poor. She was put to rest using 
400mg of Sodium phenobarbitone given by IV route. Pictorial presentation of the case 

 
 

On 20.10.17 at Crater Lake area, the team attended to a male zebra with a wire snare on front left leg. He 
was immobilized, wound treated using 6000mg of Amoxicillin Trihydrate administered via IM route. 
Topically the wound was also cleaned with tincture of iodine. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial 
presentation of the case.
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On 26.9.17, at Upper KALRO – Mbo ikamiti the team attended to a male zebra  which had a chronic 
wound due to a leg wire snare. The wound was cleaned with water and liberally cleansed with dilute 
povidone iodine. The following were also administered; 

i. Multivitamins inj 20 ml, administered IM 
ii. Oxytetracycline inj 12,000mg (Alamycin® LA 30%)given IM  

Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case.

  
On 28.10.17 at Green Park, the team attended to a female zebra which had a suffered a amputed left hind 
leg. The prognosis of the case was poor. She was put to rest using 400mg of sodium phenobarbitone 
given intravenously.   
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Pictorial presentation of the case.

 
Staff matters 
On 30.10.17 staff transfers and change over occurred. Rangers Kisemei and Odour moved to KWS HQs 
Vet Clinic, while Corpol Alkano Jarso and Ranger Adam Ng’ang’a moved to Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit. 
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