Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit
Monthly report – July 2019
Introduction
Routine clinical case interventions continued during the month of July. Naivasha Mobile Vet
Unit visited Aquilla farm, Weleli conservancy, Soysambu ranch, Olerai, Kenya Nut - Olmurongi,
Kedong ranch, Mundui Estates, Marula Estates among other areas on security patrol. In
summary, the following activities were undertaken;
i.

General routine clinical case work.

ii.

Routine security patrols in Soysambu ranch, Wileli conservancy, Olerai, Lentolia, Crater
Lake, Kedong ranch, Mundui Estates, Kenya Nut - Olmurongi among others on various
dates.

iii.

White rhino post mortem examination at Lake Nakuru National Park

iv.

Capture and translocation of a stray lion from Hellsgate National Park to Lake Nakuru
National Park

General weather
Many parts south, north of Lake Naivasha and generally many parts of Central Rift Conservation
Area during this reporting period, are receiving seasonal rains. The region is experiencing some
good rainfall, pasture and browse is lush. Generally, mornings are cold, later in the day it is hot,
sunny and windy.
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Case reports
This is a summary of the work during this period.
On 01.07.2019 at Lake Nakuru National Park we carried a post mortem of a female white
rhinoceros. A full report is annexed.
White rhinoceros Post Mortem Report at Lake Nakuru National Park
Compiled by Dr Titus Kaitho
Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit
01.07.2019
Introduction
This report describes a post mortem examination of one (1) female white rhinoceros at Lake
Nakuru National Park.
Species:
Sex:
Name:
Rhino Id:
Age:
Date of Death:
Date of autopsy:
Location:
GPS:
Time of autopsy:

Ceratotherium simum
Female
Ndida
50W 84
10 years
30.06.2019
01.07.2019
Lake shore area - Bravo 4
S00024’40.0”
E036006’.22.0”
13.11 Hrs. to 15.25 Hrs.

History
On 30.06.2019 at 18.50 hours, gun shots were heard. At this particular time there was a heavy
rain down pour when this gun fire incident happened.
General post mortem findings
The area had been cordoned off using a tape as a crime scene
i. The rhinoceros carcass was lying on left lateral recumbence.
ii. The anterior and posterior horns were missing. The horns had been cut off using a sharp
object and left an open wound on the head.
iii. The rhinoceros had a good body condition score of 4 (Body scoring scale: 1 =very poor,
2=poor, 3=fair, 4 = Good, 5=Excellent)
iv. The scene had experienced heavy activity of scavengers including eating parts of the
carcass and heavy trampling on grass and vegetation.
v. The rhino carcass had been scavenged on nuchal/neck region up to the thoracic area; the
right ear; the perineal region including the tail, anus, vulva, vagina and uterus; the udder;
the right front leg and on the mouth, lip and right cheek
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vi. The female rhinoceros was in advanced pregnancy. Parts or few remnants of fetal skeleton
including a scapula was located just nearby.
Specific post mortem findings and specific labelling
(i) The carcass as a whole was labelled as exhibit 1.
(ii) On the left flank area there was an entry point of a projectile - a penetrating wound of
about 2 inches in depth. This penetrating wound was about 30cm from the fold of the left
hind leg. This wound was labeled as Point 2 = a probable bullet entry point.
(iii) On the right thoracic area where carnivores had eaten a big chuck of flesh, there was a
clear penetrating wound. This wound was labeled as Point 3 = a clear bullet path.
(iv) On the right lobe of the lung tissue, there was a penetrating wound and a blood clot. This
penetrating wound was labelled as Point 4.
Actual bullet retrieved from the rhinoceros carcass
(i) A bullet head (Point 4) was retrieved from the right lung lobe on the point labelled Point
4. The bullet head was about 1.4 inches long as demonstrated using a ruler.
(ii) Blood clots and foam throughout the paths of the bullet and massive hemorrhage as a
sequalae of bullet fire and trauma was seen.
(iii) The liver had also been wounded and blood clots along the bullet path was seen.
Cause of death
The cause of death of this rhino was severe trauma from bullet(s) fire. The bullet gunshot injuries
caused irreversible and sudden damage to the muscle tissues, lungs and liver. The injuries
sustained by the rhinoceros were fatal due to massive blood loss into the abdominal and thoracic
cavity leading to hypovolemic shock.
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Pictorial presentation – General postmortem findings
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Pictorial presentation of the case – Specific post mortem findings
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On 15.07.2019 at Great Rift Valley Lodge, the team immobilized and moved a sub adult zebra a
cross a fence line to other side of Green Park. This movement of this problematic zebra was part
of human wildlife conflict mitigation as the zebra was trampling on valuable Golf Course. The
subadult zebra warmly joined other zebras on the other side of the fence line. Pictorial of the
case.

On 16.07.2019 at Hellsgate National Park Elsa cliff area (GPS 37M0202138, UTM 9903053) the
team chemically immobilized a stray male lion. The lion had been a source of human wildlife
conflict. The lion was darted using 280mgs Ketamine & 4mgs medetomidine. The lion was
collared using a GSM Collar (2014-1608TAG ID 20173000). He was topped up with 100mgs of
Ketamine because anesthesia became light before loading the lion in a trap. The lion was
reversed using 20mgs of atipamezole from anesthesia after one hour after the top up.
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Pictorial presentation of the case
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The lion was translocated to Lake Nakuru National Park and safely released near out of Africa
area (GPS 37M0172872, UTM 9956869)
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On 24.07.2019 the same collared lion strayed out of Lake Nakuru National Park into the
community area. The search was in Kiambogo area but was unsuccessful. Regrettably, the lion
was killed on 30.07.2019 by members of the Kongasis community. The lion head and the collar
were recovered by the PAC team.
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On 17.07.2019 at Sanctuary farm the team rescued female water buck snared by a fishing net.
Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case

10 | P a g e

On 17.07.2019 at Kedong ranch the team treated a female zebra wounded on the hind leg by a
wire snare. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 22.07.2019 at Marula Estates - Weigh bridge area, the team rescued a female zebra snared by
a wire on hind leg. Prognosis of the cases is good. Pictorial presentation of the case

On 23.07.2019 at Marula Estates – Gilgil turn off area the team treated a male zebra wounded by
a wire snare on front left leg. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 26.07.2019 at Soysambu ranch-Cemetery area, the team rescued a male zebra snared by a
wire on the neck. Prognosis of the cases is good. Pictorial presentation of the case

On 26.07.2019 at Soysambu ranch-Cemetery area, the team rescued a female sub adult zebra
snared by a wire on the neck. Prognosis of the cases is good. Pictorial presentation of the case

On 26.07.2019 at Soysambu ranch-Tom’s airstrip area, the team treated a male zebra wounded
by a wire snare. Prognosis of the cases is good. Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 29.07.19 the team rescued a female grant gazelle sereously injured by dogs at Kedong ranch.
The case was managed by intravenous fluids, steroids and broad spectrum antibiotics. The
orphan is now at Kongoni Game valley feeding on cow’s milk. Prognosis of the case is good.
Pictorial presentation of the case
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