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Introduction
Routine clinical case interventions continued during the month of June. Naivasha Mobile Veterinary Unit visited Mundui Estate, Marula Estates,
Twiga flowers, Kongoni Game Valley, Loldia farm, Hippo point, KWSTI, Crater Lake Conservancy, Kongit forest – Mt Elgon NR, Hellsgate
National Park, Olsuswa farm, Florensis farm, Mirera ASTU area, Morendat farm– Kenya Nut, Lake Nakuru NP among other areas on security
patrol. In summary, the following activities were undertaken;
i.

General routine clinical case work

ii.

Routine security patrols; Naivasha Mobile Veterinary Unit visited Mundui Estate, Marula Estates, Twiga flowers, Kongoni Game
Valley, Loldia farm, Hippo point, KWSTI, Crater Lake Conservancy, Kongit forest – Mt Elgon NR, Hellsgate National Park, Olsuswa
farm, Florensis farm, Mirera ASTU area, Morendat farm– Kenya Nut, Lake Nakuru NP among others on various dates.

iii.

Relocation of 8 giraffes by herd drive from Florensis/Simba Lodge to JR (Joan Root Property)

General weather
Many parts south, north of Lake Naivasha and generally many parts of Central Rift Conservation Area during this reporting period, are receiving
seasonal rains. The region is experiencing good pasture and browse is abundant. Generally, mornings are cold, later in the day it is hot, sunny and
windy.
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This is a summary of the work during this period.
On 01.06.2020 at Twiga flowers, working in collaboration with Naivasha Station PAC plus Hells Gate NP Security team, we translocated 3 rogue
Cape buffaloes which had strayed into Twiga flowers. We chemically immobilized 3 buffaloes at Twiga flowers using etorphine & Azaperone
combination darts. We translocated adult female, subadult female, and male buffalo calf back to Hells Gate NP. The animals were moved on a
tractor trailer sedated for a distance of 6Km and safely released at Hells Gate NP. One adult male buffalo was driven to Kedong ranch by PAC
team by firing blanks. We completed the successful exercise at night.
Pictorial presentation of the work
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On 02.06.2020 at Crater Lake Conservancy, the team attended to a female giraffe who had suffered gangrenous maggot infested ear. We
surgically removed the gangrenous part and administered LA antibiotics IM. Ivermectin 1% was also administered SQ. Prognosis of the case
is good. Pictorial of the case

On 02.06. 2020, at Hells Gate NP-Orpower site, the team rescued a female Cape buffalo trapped between geothermal gas pipes. The buffalo
had suffered burns and severe leg injury. Unfortunately, the buffalo succumbed to death on the next day.
Pictorial of the case
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On 04.06.2020 at Kongoni Game Valley – Airstrip area the team treated a lame male zebra. The zebra had been wounded by a snare on the left
hind leg. Prognosis of the case is good.
Pictorial of the case
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On 04.06.2020, at Kinja area – Tandala residential the team attended to an injured warthog piglet. The piglet had suffered a penetrating wound
into the chest cavity punturing the lungs. The prognosis of the case was poor. The baby warthog was put to rest. The cause of the this grave injury
was due to a nasty blow by a vicious male warthog. Pictorial of the case

On 08.06.2020 at Kongit forest – Mt Elgon NR we attended to recumbed female elephant which had sustained severe injury. On clinical
examination the elephant cound not stand up and had been recumbent for days and left front leg was immobile. No physical injury could easily be
identified. The elephant had a single tusk. The case had a poor prognois and therefore was put to rest to stop pain and further suffering. We could
not flip offer the animal due to challenges of massive weight and slippery terrain. A detailed post mortem examination was not possible as it was
approaching sunset and darkness obviously could make field post mortem impossible. To make it worse situation we had to walk on foot many
kilometers on rugged, steep, wet and slippery mountainous terrain compunded by low Oxygen tension and heavy rain. Pictorial of the case
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On 10.06.2020 at KWSTI – Main campus we vaccinated three(3) security canines (Parker, Whiskey, & Leo). The canines were vaccinated
against rabies, canine distemper, canine hepatitis, leptospirosis, & parvovirus (DHLP). Pictorial of the work
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On 12.06.2020 at Marula estates the team rescued a female zebra snared by a wire on left hind leg. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial of the
case

On 13.06.2020 at Kongoni Game Valley we chemically immobilized a stray male valvet monkey and moved him out of the Kongoni Animal
Holding facility. The valvet monkey had a leg injury and was treated with LA antibiotics. The valvet monkey safely reversed from general
anesthesia at the release site. Pictorial of the case
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On 13.06.2020 at Olsuswa farm, we carried out a post mortem examination of a subadult female zebra. The cause of death of the zebra was due to
generalized septiceamia and hypovolemic shock due to massive internal bleeding at the ventral abdomen. The zebra had a long standing pyemic
infection at the umbilical area resulting to pyogenic adhesions of the intestines (severe fibrinous peritonitis). Pictorial of the case

On 19.06.2020 at Hells gate NP – Elsa area we immobilized and examined an injured olive baboon. On clinical examination the baboon had
suffered necrotizing gangrenous wounds on the four legs. The wound looked like severe burns. The baby baboon seemed to have been habituated
and was suffering. Prognosis of the case was poor. The baby baboon was put to rest on animal welfare reasons. Pictorial of the case
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On 20th to 21st day of June 2020 the team visisted Mt Elgon NP and responded to animals in distress. A full report is attached below:

Dystocia in a common zebra & injured zebra foal in Mt Elgon NP report
Introduction
This report describes clinical intervention of 2 animals in distress in Chorlim Gate in Mt Elgon National Park.
Species: Common zebra
Age: Adult
Sex: Female
Date of intervention: 20.06.2020
Time: 18.30 hours
History
On 19th June 2020 Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit received a video through WhatsApp which showed a dystocia case in a zebra. The zebra had
difficult foaling and she was in distress. Mt Elgon NP management requested an emergency veterinary intervention.
0n 20th day of June we attended to this dystocia case. The zebra was chemically immobilized using 5mg of etorphine plus 50mg of Azaperone.
The dead foal dropped. The vulva was thoroughly cleaned, we cleaned the uterus with normal saline and removed fetal membranes debri. Long
acting Oxytetracycline pessaries were administered intrauterine. Amoxicillin trihydrate 7500mg (Betamox® LA), 20ml of Catasol®, were
administered by intramuscular route. Ivermectin 1% was given SQ. To control endotoxic shock 8mg of dexamethasone was given IM. The dead
foal had a neck flexion anterior presentation. The cause of dystocia was due to malpresentation of the fetus. There was enough dilatation of the
birth canal of the mare. The zebra was reversed from general anesthesia using 15mg of Naltrexone given IV. The prognosis of the case
metamorphosed from guarded to good outcome. The zebra has been monitored for last 48 hours and is doing well. Pictorial presentation of the
case
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The last photo of the zebra on the morning of 22ndday of June.2020, doing quite well
On 21st June 2020 morning hours, we treated a female common zebra foal who had suffered traumatic injury causing severe myositis of the left
front leg resulting to noticeable lameness. The foal was chemically immobilized using 1.5mg of etorphine plus 10mg of Azaperone. We quickly
reversed the foal from general anesthesia using 10mg of Naltrexone given IV rapidly. The foal was physically/manually restrained. The foal was
clinically examined. The leg had suffered muscle injury, swollen and hot. We administered Amoxicillin trihydrate 1200mg (Betamox ® LA), 6ml
of Catasol®, were administered by intramuscular route. Ivermectin 1% was given SQ. To control inflammation, 2.64mg of dexamethasone was
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given by IM route. The foal was safely released and joined the mare. The prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case

There were reports of a snared buffalo and waterbuck but unfortunately the long and extended search & sighting from early morning to midday
was not fruitful.
Acknowledgements
We are profoundly grateful to Senior Warden Lilian Ajouga, Hells Gate NP for providing the vehicle to the team and one-way fuel. We also
thank Mt Elgon NP management for providing return-way fuel, reporting and continuous monitoring of the case. Lastly but not the least, Western
Conservation Area AD & Central Rift Conservation area AD, Catherine Wambani and Dickson Ritan respectively for support, prompt action and
passion for animal welfare. Thank you all.
On 22.06.2020 at Mirela ASTU area the team rescued a female zebra snared by wire on the right hind leg. Prognosis of the case is good.
Pictorial of the case
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On 25 06.2020 at Gilgil junction- Opposite Marula stone crusher the team rescued a male zebra snared on the neck by a wire. The zebra was also
treated for the injuries on the neck and the legs caused by the long wire snare. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial of the case
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On 25.06.2020 at Lake Nakuru National Park the team working in collaboration with rhino security team, immobilized a male Rothschild giraffe
which had been wounded. We used 13mg of etorphine plus 60mg of Azaperone dart. During induction stage of anesthesia the aged giraffe ran
into thick bushes and we lost sight of the darted animal due to difficult terrain and dense bush. On sighting the giraffe, we immediately reversed
the giraffe from general anesthesia . Unfortunately the giraffe succumbed to death while attempting to rescucitate him by CPR. The giraffe had
suffered large penetrating wounds on th back caused by a predator. The wounds were infected and maggot infested. Pictorial of the case
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On 26th June 2020 two giraffes were reported dead at Florensis/Simba Lodge. Full Pm report is attached:

Post mortem of Masai giraffes at Lake Naivasha Simba Lodge & Florensis farm report
Report compiled by Dr. Titus Kaitho
Case number 1
Date: 26th June 2020
Species: Masai giraffe
Sex: Female
Age: adult
Date of death: 26th June 2020
Location: Lake Naivasha Simba Lodge
Time of Post mortem exam: 3.30pm
History
Lake Naivasha waters have flooded large portions of riparian land and wildlife corridors
around the lake. At Lake Naivasha Simba lodge a constructed moat and an electric fence had
further isolated giraffes from dry mainland and suitable browse. This alienation necessitated
rescue of a herd of giraffes at this site. During this drive a female giraffe died. This female
looked apparently healthy and she dropped dead at around 1.30pm
General observations
 The giraffe was on right lateral recumbency.


The carcass was intact with no signs of predation/scavenging.



No physical injuries seen



The giraffe had a fair body condition (Body condition scoring scale: 1= very poor, 2 =
poor, 3=fair, 4=good, 5=excellent)
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On opening the carcass, the following gross pathological findings were noted;
i.
Subcutaneous fat yellowish in color and slightly gelatinized.
ii.

The giraffe was at 1st trimester pregnancy as foetus had developed

iii.

Chicken fat clots were found in the heart chambers.

iv.

Gelatinization of the coronary fat of the heart was seen

v.

Slight blood haemorrhages in the coronary groove

Discussion and Conclusion
Gross pathological findings showed rapid deterioration, decrease in consistency and
gelatinization of coronary fat and presence of chicken fat blood clots in the heart chambers.
This is a pointer to chronic stress in particular gelatinization of coronary fat caused by
decrease in available feed. Further chicken fat blood clots are indicative of agonal death due
to acute stress which quickly triggers cardiac arrest. The female giraffe was pregnant which
invariably increased the demand for energy and more vulnerable to any form of stress.
Giraffes happen to be sensitive to stress and can easily succumb to death. The giraffes had
undergone chronic stress as a result of being stranded, confined and alienated by the lake and
inadequate feed intake.
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Pictures - major gross pathological findings

1st trimester pregnancy

Chicken fat clots (arrow) and clots mass extracted from heart

Gelatinization of the coronary fat

Slight hemorrhages on the surface of the myocardium
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Case number 2
Date: 26th June 2020
Species: Masai giraffe
Sex: Male
Age: subadult
Date of death: 26th June 2020
Location: Florensis farm
Time of Post mortem exam: 4.45pm
History
During a herd drive of about 10 giraffes out of Florensis farm, a male subadult giraffe died
and the carcass was found in Florensis farm just next to Simba Lodge. This male looked
apparently healthy and he had dropped dead during this guided drive exercise.
General observations
 The giraffe was on left lateral recumbency.


The carcass was intact with no signs of predation/scavenging.



No physical injuries seen



The giraffe had a fair body condition (Body condition scoring scale: 1= very poor, 2 =
poor, 3=fair, 4=good, 5=excellent)
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On opening the carcass, the following gross pathological findings were noted;
vi.
Slightly swollen liver
vii.

Chicken fat clots were found in the heart chambers.

viii.

Gelatinization of the coronary fat of the heart was seen

ix.

Slight blood haemorrhages in the coronary groove

Discussion and Conclusion
Gross pathological findings showed rapid deterioration, decrease in consistency and
gelatinization of coronary fat and presence of chicken fat blood clots in the heart chambers.
This is a pointer to chronic stress in particular gelatinization of coronary fat caused by
decrease in feed intake. Further chicken fat blood clots are indicative of agonal death due to
acute stress which quickly triggers cardiac arrest. Giraffes happen to be sensitive to stress and
can easily succumb to death. The giraffe had undergone chronic stress as a result of being
stranded, confined and alienated by the surging lake waters and inadequate feed intake.
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Pictures - major gross pathological findings

Slightly swollen liver

Mass of chicken fat clots in the heart (indicated by the arrows)

Gelatinization of the coronary fat & slight blood haemorrhages
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On a positive note, on 27th day of June 2020, the Naivasha Station PAC team working in
collaboration with the Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit successfully moved 8 giraffes from Lake
Naivasha Simba Lodge to JR (Joan Root farm). The giraffes were driven slowly and carefully
through open gates to South Lake main road, then to JR property. JR property has more browse
and more freedom of movement along the wildlife corridor. One giraffe remained in Florensis
farm after this difficult exercise.

Acknowledgements
We profoundly appreciate steadfast financial support and resources from Animal Rights
Reserved Foundation (ARR) Chief supporter and founder, Margaret and daughter Ola Zak,
facilitation and managerial support by ARR General Manager, Richard Hartely, Kenya Wildlife
Service Management and other partners. Last and not the least wildlife security scouts who
report cases of animals in distress. Thank you all.
Report prepared by;
Dr Titus Kaitho
Naivasha resident Veterinarian

21

